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TO THE TEACHER 


This unit, THE BEDOUIN OF THE NEGEV, examines the life of a 
Bedouin community during each of the seasons. It deals with the 
community’s dependence upon the desert and the changes the 
Bedouin have had to make in their way of life. It takes note of 
modernizations in the ancient semi-nomadic culture, and relates the 
Bedouin, his beliefs, needs and achievements, to those of the student. 
The principal characters in this unit are a young Bedouin boy and girl, 
Yusif and Milihah, who, with their family, work through the year on 
the land and with their animals to provide for the needs of the tribe. 
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A Bedouin Family 


Yusif is 11 years old. He and his family live 
in a tent. The roof of the tent is black. The 
walls of the tent have light brown colours 
along with the black. Yusif’s mother used 

the hair of black goats to weave the tent. 

She used some sheep’s wool and camel’s hair 
for the walls. 


Yusif and Milihah call their tent 
a “house of hair’” How do you 
think Bedouin tents got this 
name? 


Yusif’s father died not long ago. Now a 
brother, Ali, and a sister, Milihah, live with 
Yusif and his mother in the tent. Yusif is 
the oldest son. His father taught him the 
ways of a Bedouin man. Yusif is head of the 
family. It is Yusif’s duty to take care of his 
mother and his brother and sister. 

Yusif’s little family is part of a big family. 
In the big family are all his father’s brothers 
and their families. His father’s oldest brother, 
Amm Selim, is the head of the big family. 
Amm is the Bedouin word for uncle. 

Amm Selim has two little families. He has 
two wives. Each wife has her own tent. 
Altogether Amm Selim has six children. 
Amm Selim says it is good to have many 
children because there is so much work. 





The men of the big family meet with 
Amm Selim in his tent. The men drink 
coffee and talk about important things. They 
talk about where they will take their animals 
to find the best grass. They try to settle 
fights between members of the family. They 
talk about keeping peace between their big 
family and other Bedouin families. 

Amm Selim’s long tent is divided into two 
parts. One part is for the men, and one part 





muharram 


The roof and the sides of the is for the women. The men’s side of the tent 
Ces aie a AUD eG eae is called the shigg. The women’s side is 
called the muharram. 

There is a curtain between the shigg and 
the muharram. The women do not go into 
the shigg when the men are meeting there. 
They sometimes listen behind the curtain. 


poles are tied to pegs driven into 
the ground. 


How do the Bedouin divide the 
space in their tents? 





The women get water for the 
people of the camp. What do 
they use to help them? 





Water from Deep Wells 


In the fall, before the rains come, the desert 
is very dry. Then the big family must get 
water from wells. The wells are very old 
and very deep. They were dug by the 
family’s grandfathers many years ago. The 
wells still belong to the big family. 

Each day Milihah stays with little Ali 
while her mother rides a donkey to a well 
outside the camp. There the women of the 
big family fill large cans with water. They 
tie the cans to packsaddles on their donkeys’ 
backs. 

The donkeys carry the water back to the 
camp. The cans of water are stored in the 
shade of the tents. 

Each morning Yusif and his cousins take 
all of the animals to a well for water. In the 


The men and boys empty their 
buckets into a trough. The 
animals drink from the trough. 
How is the men’s and boys’ work 
at the well different from the 
women’s? 


fall the animals must have water every day, 
because the grass they eat is very dry. 

Yusif’s grandmother has taught the boys 
many Bedouin poems. Some poems are 
about watering the animals. Some poems 
teach the boys to be careful. 


Oh, the full bucket, 
May Allah save it from the sides of the 
well! 


Oh, bucket of Selim, 
Caught on the rocky wall, 
Strong men know to loose it gently, 


The hasty boy would tear it free. 





What things do Yusif and Asad 
notice as they walk to the 
pasture? Where is the wadi in 
this picture? 
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A Day at the Pasture 


The pasture near the camp is dry and brown. 
The grass is almost gone. It must be saved 
for sheep and goats. 

Amm Selim takes the camels to a pasture 
away from the camp. There he leaves the 
camels with another man of the big family. 
No boy is allowed to stay alone so far away. 

Yusif and his cousin Asad take care of the 
sheep and goats. They take the animals to 
graze on the hills or along the wadi—the dry 
river bed. 

The two boys get up before sunrise. They 
tie bread and balls of hard cheese into the 
bottom of their robes. At first they walk 


Someday Asad will sell some of 
his goats and buy a fine horse 
and a rifle. 





beside the animals on the way to the pasture. 
Then Asad walks behind them to keep the 
slow ones moving. 

The boys watch the ground closely as they 
walk. They notice rocks, twigs, and clumps 
of dirt. They see the tracks the animals leave 
on the sandy ground. Even if the wind 
blows the tracks away, some signs will 
remain. The boys know the tracks of all the 
animals that live on the desert. 

Yusif and Asad also look carefully at the 
plants they pass. Goats and camels can eat 
plants that have thorny leaves, but sheep 
cannot. 

The sun is in the sky when Yusif and 
Asad reach the pasture. They find a shady 
place to sit under a big rock. It is not hard 
to watch the animals. They know each one 
by name. They also know which ones might 
wander away. 

Yusif and Asad must be sure that no 
animals are lost. If a sheep hurts its foot, or 
stumbles on a rock, they must care for it. 
Sometimes Yusif must carry an animal 
home. 

Most of the sheep and goats belong to 
Amm Selim, but the mothers and the 
children in the big family own animals, too. 
Asad and Yusif care for all of the animals, 
but they are especially proud of the ones 
that are their own. 

The day is long and the sun is hot. Yusif 
can sit still no longer. He jumps up and 
runs along the wadi. He pulls out his sling. 
It is fun to see how far he can shoot a rock. 
Yusif looks at the sun. When the sun is low 
in the west, it is time to return home with 
the animals. 
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The plough is tied to the camel's 
saddle and bridle. 
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Ploughing the Field 


The air of the desert is dry and dusty. Sand 
and dirt blow into mouths and eyes. But 
when the clouds gather, the Bedouin know 
that rain will come soon. They smell the 
rain before it comes. They feel like running 
and singing. The camels scream. The sheep 
and goats baa loudly. 

Barley must be planted after the first big 
rain. The family needs barley to feed the 
animals. 

One evening after supper, the smell of 
rain was in the air. As Yusif watched the 
clouds gather, his mother said to him, “Yusif, 
Selim will not have time to help you plant 
barley. Selim must plant his own field. 
Asad will hold the plough, and you must 
scatter the seed. It will be hard work, but 
you will finish quickly if it is Allah’s will’ 

Several days later, Yusif is up at sunrise. 
Enough rain has come in one week to wet 


The camel pulls the plough. What 
does the man have to do? 


the earth. Yusif loads the plough onto a 
camel's packsaddle. The barley seed his 
father had saved is tied to the saddle. Yusif 
leads the camel to Asad’s tent. Then the two 
boys walk to the field. 

One side of the field runs along the edge 
of the wadi near the camp. The other sides 
are marked by rocks. This field belongs to 
Yusif’s family. They plant it every year. 

Yusif helps Asad hitch the plough to the 
camel. The camel screams and tries to bite 
Yusif. But Yusif knows how to stay out of 
reach. When the plough is ready, Yusif 
scatters barley seed over part of the field. 
Then, before the birds can eat the seed, 
Asad begins to plough. The plough turns 
over just enough earth to cover the seed. 

For many days Yusif and Asad work. 
When the ploughing is finished, Yusif is 
pleased with the straight rows of the field. If 
it is Allah’s will the barley will grow tall. 
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Why do you suppose Amm 
Selim’s camels are important to 
hime 
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Coffee for a Guest 


Selim has brought the camels home from 
the pasture far away. The boys run to greet 
him. They pull and tug at his robe. The 
little girls stand shyly by the tent. They wait 
for Selim to notice them. 

Inside the shigg Selim opens a bag. There 
are presents in the bag. Selim bought the 
presents from a trader. There are gold coins, 
one for each of his wives and one for Yusif’s 
mother. There are headscarves for the boys 
and black cloth for the girls. There is 
cardamom spice to put in coffee. 

After the children leave, Selim hears a 
sound, a pounding sound. The sound comes 
from Yusif’s tent. The pounding has a 
special rhythm. Yusif is pounding coffee 
beans in a wooden mortar. 

Selim smiles and says to himself, “There 
must be a guest in Yusif’s tent. Yusif knows 
well the duty of a Bedouin man?’ 

Selim walks to the shigg of Yusif’s tent. 
The guest in the seat of honour is Ahmed, the 
brother of Yusif’s mother. He has come to 
see his sister, as good brothers do. 

Ahmed and Yusif stand to shake hands 
with Selim. “Allah give you good evening/’ 
says Ahmed. 

“Allah give you good evening and wealth,’ 
replies Selim. 

“Allah give you good evening, Amm 
Selim,’ says Yusif. Selim greets Yusif and 
sits down at his place near the fire. Yusif 
goes on making coffee. While the coffee is 
boiling in the second pot, a great bubble 
appears over the spout. This means good 
luck all day. 


First Yusif roasts green coffee 
beans ina frying pan. Then.he 
pounds the beans in the wooden 
mortar. He boils water in the 
first pot. In the second pot he 
puts ground coffee and some 
cardamom spice. Yusif pours the 
boiling water into the second 
pot, and boils the mixture. 
When the coffee is ready it is 
thick and dark brown. 





Yusif honours his father’s name by 
serving coffee to his guests in the proper 
way. When the coffee is ready, Yusif rinses 
two little cups with water. Then he rinses 
the cups with coffee, so that the coffee will 
not taste of water. Yusif pours the coffee 
and sets the cups on a tray. 

Ahmed drinks first, and then Selim drinks. 
The men wait until they have drunk three 
cups of coffee before they talk of serious 
things. Yusif listens quietly as he has been 
taught to do. 
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The Bedouin woman forms 
round balls of bread dough. She 
pats them into big flat cakes. 
Then she bakes them in a stove. 
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A Feast for Ahmed 


Selim rises to his feet. “We have had 
enough serious talk/’ he says. “Now we will 
slaughter a small goat for a feast?” 

“No, no! You do me too much honour,” 
Ahmed replies. 

‘It is not honour enough!” says Selim as he 
leaves the shigg. 

Outside the shigg Selim calls Asad to him. 
Asad must first help Selim slaughter the 
goat. Then Asad must go to another camp a 
mile away to invite cousins to the feast. 

In the muharram, the women’s side of the 
tent, Yusif’s mother has been listening. She 
and Milihah begin to prepare the feast. 

First she pats out big flat cakes of bread 
dough. Then Milihah puts them in a stove 
to bake. 


Boys eat bread and meat from a 
bowl. When will the women and 


girls eat? 


The meat is put in a large metal pot to 
boil. The pot is put over a fire outside the 
Lene. 

When the feast is ready, the meat and 
bread are put into a large bowl. Then Asad 
carries the food into the shigg. The men and 
boys eat there. The girls eat with their 
mothers in the muharram, after the men 
have finished. 
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Winter at Wadi Juraba 


“Yah! Yah! Yah!” shouts Selim. Hearing the 
shouts, the camels slowly follow Selim to 
the well. 

The family is getting ready to go to Wadi 
Juraba. Wadi Juraba is the place of the 
winter camp. There the family will be 
protected from the cold west wind of winter. 

At the well, Amm Selim meets other men 
of the big family from nearby camps. They 
have brought their animals to be watered 
before the trip to the winter camp. Many 
members of the big family will travel to 
Wadi Juraba together. 

Everyone is excited about moving to Wadi 
Juraba. Yusif and Asad will leave early in 
the morning with the sheep and goats. The 
boys start ahead of everyone else so the 
animals can graze along the way. 
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First the tent walls and curtains 
are removed. Then the poles and 
the roof are taken down, and the 
pegs are pulled up. How will the 
tents be carried to Wadi Juraba? 
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Milihah helps her mother pack clothes, 
blankets, food, and all their other belongings 
into bags. Packsaddles are put on camels 
and donkeys. Then Selim ties the bags to 
the packsaddles. 

The folded tents are placed over the bags 
and tied to the packsaddles. The chickens 
are tied by their legs to the top of the 
camels’ loads. The children also ride on 
camels. 





The camel’s load must be 
balanced so the weight is equal 
on both sides. Then it must be 
tied carefully. How is the 
chicken tied to the load? 


Yl 


Milihah rides with Ali. Ali cannot 
remember the last ride to Wadi Juraba. 
Milihah teaches him the names of the wadis, 
the hills, and the rocks as they ride along. 
Milihah talks about the fun they will have 
with the other families at Wadi Juraba. 
As the ride to Wadi Juraba begins, the 
family follows one wadi and then another. 
Then they climb higher and higher through 
steep hills. Amm Selim and the men of the 
What part of the Negev is shown big family know the way. They know the 
PU ney Se best places to camp and where to find water. 


Bedouin find their way to Wadi 
Juraba? 


Northern Negev 


—--+— = International Boundaries 
Wadis 
Roads 


Railroads 





22 


Wadi Juraba is on the eastern 
side of the high hills. Why do 
you suppose this place was 
chosen for a winter camp? 


They can tell how many camels have gone 
ahead of them, how heavy their loads are, 
and who owns them. They see all this in the 
hard stony ground as they travel. 

After the family crosses the high hills they 
are at Wadi Juraba. The winter tents are set 
in hollow places on the eastern side of the 
hills. Here the tents are sheltered from the 
cold winter winds that blow from the west. 





At the mantarah the grain and 
straw are piled in mounds on the 
ground. These mounds are 
covered with fine soil. Light rain 
wets the soil, and as the soil 
dries it gets hard. The hard soil 
protects the grain and straw so 
the wind will not blow it away. 
Rainwater runs off the mounds 
before it can soak through the 
hard soil. 
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The Mantarah 


The family’s storage place is at the mantarah. 
The mantarah is at one end of Wadi Juraba. 
Heavy winter tents are kept there. Dried 
cheese is stored with the folded tents. 

Grain and straw for the animals are also 
stored at the mantarah. The animals need 
grain for food during the winter, because 
grass does not grow well then. 

The families at Wadi Juraba share the 
mantarah. There is always a watchman 
camped there. He is paid to keep things safe 
and to remember which piles belong to each 
family. Sometimes he forgets, and that can 
start trouble between two families. 








A rainstorm Is about to begin. 
Why do you suppose the 
Bedouin get so excited about the 
coming of rain? 


Winter Rain 


Winter is the time for rain. But rain on the 
desert does not come often. Sometimes there 
are only a few drops. One of the old men 
says a prayer: 


“Oh, Lord, I love your wind at Wadi 
Juraba! 
Please loosen your heavy rains?’ 


At last there is a great cloudburst. The 
rain comes down so hard and so fast there is 
a flood. The water does not sink into the 
ground. It washes off the sides of the hills 
into the wadis. 

The dry wadis become roaring rivers. The 
water rushes downward, faster and faster. 
Soil, rocks, and bushes are swept away. 

When cloudbursts come, all the hollow 
places in the earth are filled with water. 
Then the people run out of their tents 
laughing and shouting while the animals 
drink their fill. 


29 





In winter Amm Selim makes the 
big tent longer. He adds a 
section of tent to the muharram. 
The lambs and kids stay inside 
this section. 
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Keeping Warm 


It is very cold in winter. Yusif uses many 
blankets to keep warm while he sleeps. He 
and Asad wear warm winter coats when 
they herd the animals to the pasture. But still 
it is hard to keep warm. 

Bedouin tents always open to the east, so 
they are warmed by the morning sun. But 
wind can enter the tents when sun cannot. 
Sometimes the wind blows into the tents. 
Then Yusif’s mother, Milihah, and even Ali 
are kept busy. They gather sticks and camel 
dung and build a fire inside the tent. 

In winter everyone drinks hot tea with lots 
of sugar. They eat bread dipped in hot 
butter. Hot butter tastes good, and it helps 
keep the Bedouin warm. 

Not only the Bedouin must keep warm in 
winter. All the baby animals are born at this 
time of year. The newborn lambs and kids 
are very small. If they are not kept warm, 
they get sick and die. To protect the lambs 
and kids from the cold, Amm Selim keeps 
them inside the tent. 


The men visit in the shiggs. It 
Amm Selim had a bigger tent, he 


could entertain even more guests. 


The full-grown animals are herded to the 
pasture during the day. At night they are 
brought back to camp. Each baby animal 
must be put with its mother to have milk. 
There is much bleating and baaing. During 
the night the older sheep and goats stay 
close to the front of the tent. The camels 
and donkeys crowd next to them. In this 
way all the animals are sheltered from the 
cold west wind. 

In spite of the cold, the Bedouin enjoy the 
winter at Wadi Juraba. Many families gather 
there. Sometimes there are as many as 25 
tents with more than 100 people living in 
them. 

With so many people at Wadi Juraba, 
visiting is easy. The men gather in the shiggs 
every day. They drink coffee or hot tea with 
sugar while they talk. Often the visitors 
bring coffee or tea leaves and sugar to share 
with the owner of the shigg. 
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Embroidery makes a pretty dress 
prettier. Who do you think 
taught this woman to embroider? 
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On warm days Yusif’s grandmother rides 
a donkey to visit her friends. She has no 
little children to care for, so she can go more 
places than the mothers can. She is old and 
wise. She is even allowed to sit in the shigg 
when visitors come. 

Sometimes the month of Ramadan comes 
in winter, while the tribe is at Wadi Juraba. 
During the month of Ramadan, the Bedouin 
do not eat or drink while the sun is in the 
sky. This reminds them to love Allah and to 
follow his laws. 

Each day after sunset the families visit one 
another. They eat roasted eggs, bread and 
hot butter, and chicken or lamb. 

At the end of the month of Ramadan, 
there is a festival that lasts for three days. 
Milihah and her mother make presents to 
give their friends at festival time. They also 
make new dresses to wear. 

Milihah is learning to embroider. She 
wants to embroider flowers on the hem of 
her new dress. She sits in a corner of the 
tent trying to make a flower. Her mother 
watches as Milihah sews with coloured thread 
on a small bag. “You must make the stitches 
smaller, Milihah;’ she says. “Small stitches 
make fine flowers.’ 

Milihah frowns, “I do the best I can, 
Ummi, but my fingers do not work as well 
as yours:’” Ummii is the Bedouin’s word for 
mother. “The needle does not go where I 
want it to.’ 

Her mother smiles. “Do not be cross, 
Milihah. It will soon become easier. | will 
help you embroider flowers on your new 
dress. We will finish it in time for the 
festival.” 


In what different ways do the 
Bedouin children learn about 
their tribe? 





The Tribal Family 


All the little families and the big families 

at Wadi Juraba belong to an even bigger 
family, called a tribe. The grandfathers of 
all the families have always belonged to 

the same tribe. The children can name all 
their grandfathers, and they try to learn who 
their cousins are, too. Yusif plays a game 
with Milihah and Ali so they will remember 
their grandfathers’ names. 

Yusif says, “What was your father’s name?” 

They answer, “Jumah?’ 

“That is right,’ says Yusif. “What was his 
father’s name?” 

“His father’s name was Freyj,’ they say. 

“And the name of the father of Freyj?” 
Yusif asks. 

“His name was Ahmed, and the father of 
Ahmed was called Abraham after the 
Abraham who was the first man of our 
people.” 

All of the Bedouin are Arabs, and every 
Arab in all the tribes is a son of the sons 
of Ishmael, who was the son of Abraham. 
So it is that all Arabs are one people. 
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Spring on the Desert 


In the spring of the year the last rain comes. 
The cold wind dies, and the sun is warm. 
Bright green grasses grow on the hills and 
plains. The families store their winter tents 
and move away from Wadi Juraba. They 
take lighter tents with them. 

Grassy pastures are easy to find, and the 
animals get water in the grass they eat. They 
do not have to be watered every day. The 
animals grow fat. 

The baby animals are weaned from their 
mothers in spring. They start to eat grass as 
the full-grown animals do. The baby animals 
are taken to pastures away from their 
mothers during the day. They get milk only 
at night. 


el 


‘What things are kept in the 
mantarah besides grain and 
straw? 


Each morning the women milk the sheep 
and goats. The children drink some of the 
fresh milk, and their mothers make leben 
from some of it. Milk is put in a goatskin 
bag. The bag is rocked gently until the milk 
thickens. The children eat leben with their 
bread and grow fat. 

Spring is the only time of year when the 
mother animals have enough milk for their 
babies and for people. So the Bedouin 
women make enough cheese and butter to 
last all year. The cheese for winter is stored 
at the mantarah. The butter is stored in 
caves near Wadi Juraba for use in winter 
months. 
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Men and boys shear the sheep. 
What are some of the ways the 
Bedouin use sheep’s wool? 





Shearing the Sheep and Goats 


The hair on the animals grows thick and 
long in winter when it is cold. When spring 
comes and the weather is warm, the animals 
do not need thick hair. 

The hair is cut off the sheep and goats. 
Yusif and Asad catch the animals one at a 
time. They hold each animal while Amm 
Selim cuts away the hair. This work is 
called shearing. 

The hair from the animals is divided into 
three piles. One is for Yusif’s mother, and 
the others are for Amm Selim’s wives. 

Goat's hair is long and straight. Yarn 
made of goat’s hair is good for weaving 
tents because it does not absorb water. 
Yusif’s family keeps dry when it rains, 
because rainwater cannot get through the 
woven tent. 
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Sheep’s hair is called wool. It is soft and 
curly. Milihah’s grandmother teaches her 
how to spin wool into yarn. 

When the wool has become yarn, Milihah 
will weave a little jewellery bag from it. 
Jewellery is so pretty, it must have a special 
bag. 

The women use camel's hair for weaving, 
too, but they do not shear the hair off 
camels. Milihah and her mother pull hair 
off the camels. It comes off in ragged patches 

me eee as new hair grows underneath. The women 
An old woman spins goat’s hair ; 
into yarn. Yarn made (em weave fine rugs and saddlebags with yarn 
camel’s hair and sheep’s wool is that is made by putting camel's hair and 


used for weaving fine rugs. TEBE sheep’s wool together. 
are some of the other things 


woven by the Bedouin? 
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A truck is a fast way to get sheep 
to Beersheba. Why doesn’t Amm 
Selim buy a truck? 





A Trip to Beersheba 


Yusif hears Asad call him before the sun is 
up. Yusif comes out from behind the tent. 

“T am not so lazy as you think, Asad,’ 
Yusif says. “I have already watered our 
camels. I am ready to go” 

Asad and Yusif are going to the camel 
market in Beersheba. They will sell two 
old camels that no longer give milk. 

Selim is also going to the market. He is 
taking six young lambs to sell. He will herd 
the lambs to the road that goes to Beersheba. 
There he will get a ride in a truck. He can 
have a seat by the driver for a few pennies. 
For a few more pennies the lambs can ride 
in the back of the truck. 

A truck is a very fast way to travel. It is 
faster than the fastest racing camel. But 
Selim cannot buy a truck. He would have 
to sell all of his camels to get money to pay 
for it. 
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The camel market is crowded. It is 
Thursday, the day to sell animals. The 
Bedouin bring their animals to town to sell 
to butchers and farmers who have no herds. 
The town people buy sheep, goats, and 
camels. Sometimes they buy sheep’s wool. 
The Bedouin sell goat’s hair only to other 
Bedouin whose herds are small. 

Bedouin wait by their animals for buyers. 
A buyer looks an animal over carefully. He 
looks to see if the camels’ humps are fat. 
He feels a sheep’s tail. If the tail is fat, the 
buyer knows the sheep is fat and healthy. 

The buyer decides how much he wants to 
pay for an animal. Then he asks the seller 
what price he wants to sell the animal for. 


What will the buyer do to tell 
whether a. camel is healthy? 
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Why do you suppose there are 
no signs telling the prices of the 
animals? 


Some of the sellers at the 
Beersheba market are smugglers. 
Why do the Bedouin sometimes 
buy things from a smuggler? 








The seller always asks a higher price than he 
thinks the buyer will pay. Then the buyer 
offers a much lower price than the seller 
asks. Little by little each man changes his 
price until they agree. Then the animal 

is sold. 

The Bedouin sometimes buy things at the 
market. They buy from a smuggler if they 
can find one. A smuggler sells the Bedouin 
the long robes and headscarves they like to 
wear on the desert. He sells them long 
knives which they need for slaughtering 
animals. These special knives are made by 
Arabs. The handles are made of silver and 
decorated with jewels. 

The Bedouin must buy these special things 
from a smuggler because they are not made 
in Israel. The smuggler secretly brings such 
things to the market from Arab countries 
nearby. 
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This is a Beersheba street corner. 
What things do you see that are 
not a part of Bedouin life? 
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Selim has sold the two camels and six 
sheep by nine o'clock in the morning. 
Money jingles in his leather pouch as he and 
the boys walk along the main street of old 
Beersheba. 

Buses, taxis, and trucks move slowly 
through the streets, horns tooting and 
beeping. 

Yusif and Asad see shops where coffee 
beans, tea, sugar, and salt are sold. They see 
stores full of clothing and shoes. The boys 
stop to look at pictures outside a movie 
house. They would like to see a movie, but 
they are not old enough to stay alone in 
Beersheba for the evening. 

Yusif and Asad try not to stare at women 
whose faces are not covered. Bedouin 
women always wear veils before strangers, 
and they do not go to public places. The 
boys see Bedouin women in Beersheba 
waiting outside the doctors’ clinic. Bedouin 
women go to Beersheba if they or one of 
their children need a doctor. 


This restaurant in Beersheba Is 
like a part of a Bedouin tent. 
Which part is it like? 


Yusif and Asad see people from many 
parts of the world in Beersheba. Some live 
there. Some are tourists. The tourists come 
to Beersheba to look for the old well of 
Abraham. And they like to have their 
pictures taken on camels. 

Selim does not go to tourist places. He 
goes to a small coffee house to see his 
friends. They talk while they drink coffee. 

The men talk about weddings, feasts, and 
family troubles. They tell each other which 
pastures are good and which pastures have 
been grazed over. They talk about the sheik, 
who is the rich headman of their tribe. 
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While Selim talks to his friends at the 
coffee house, Yusif and Asad go to the 
produce market. The market is one block 
east of the main street in Beersheba. The 
boys buy tomatoes and green peppers for 
the holy supper. They also buy an orange 
fizzy drink, dates, and sweet candy. 

There are a few farms near Beersheba. 
They are new farms on desert soil. The 
Bedouin have lived in the Negev for many 
centuries. But Israel is a new country. The 
Israeli government provides land for Israeli 
people who wish to farm. Water for the 
farms near Beersheba is brought in pipes by 
the government from a river in the north. 
In this way Israeli farmers can raise crops 
on the desert. 


Why is the produce market 
important to the Bedouin? 
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There are some farms in the 
desert. How has the government 
helped the farmers? 


The water is carried in pipes all the way 
to Dimona, a city south of Beersheba. 
Bedouin do not use this water for watering 
their fields, but they sometimes use it to 
water their animals. The Bedouin pay the 
Israeli government when they use water from 
government pipes. 

Buses run every day between Beersheba 
and Dimona, so Selim and the boys can ride 
a bus part of the way home. The bus driver 
stops to let them off beside the road about 
a mile from their camp. The boys would 
like to ride on the new train that runs 
between Beersheba and Dimona, but the 
train does not carry people. 

Selim and the boys walk very fast from 
the roadside to their camp. They must get 
home before sundown, the beginning of 
Holy Day. The boys carry the vegetables for 
the holy supper. The holy supper always 
comes on Thursday evening. 
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This large mosque is in Jerusalem, 
Israel. A mosque is a place of 
prayer for the followers of Islam. 
Islam is the religion followed by 
most Bedouin. 
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Holy Supper 


Sundown on Thursday is the beginning of 
Holy Day. On Holy Day many Arabs in 
towns and cities go to a mosque to pray to 
Allah. Before they enter the mosque, the 
people wash their feet and their hands. They 
leave their shoes or sandals at the door. 
Holy Day lasts until sundown on Friday. 

Bedouin have no mosques on the desert. 
To show their respect for Allah they have a 
special supper on Thursday night. Very 
often a guest is entertained. Friends or even 
strangers on their way home from the market 
in Beersheba may stop to rest. 

Whoever a guest may be, whether he is a 
poor man or a rich man, it is the same. 
It is a Bedouin’s duty to honour his guest 
with food and drink and, after he has eaten, 
to protect him from danger. 


Oh guest of ours, 

Though you have come, 

Though you have visited us, 

Though you have honoured our dwelling, 
We verily are the real guests 

And you are lord of this house. 


The food on Thursday is most often 
freshly baked bread and butter. When 
there are guests, chicken or lamb is served. 
Sometimes the meat is served with rice, and 
there are fresh tomatoes and peppers from 
Beersheba. When it is time for the meal to 
begin, and everyone is settled, Bedouin put 
their hands in their laps with their palms 
facing heaven. They all say, “There is no 
God but God, and Mohammed is his 
Prophet.” | 





Yusif would like to go to school 
and learn to read the Koran, the 
holy book of Islam. Why does 
Yusif feel that he may not be 
able to go to school? 


News from the Market 


Yusif sees Selim walking toward his tent. 
He goes at once to his shigg to make coffee. 
“Welcome! A thousand welcomes, Amm 

Selim,’ says Yusif as Selim enters the shigg. 

Yusif’s mother listens behind the curtain. 
She hears Selim say, “Friends at the market 
say the grass is better near Wadi Mishash, 
and none of our tribe is grazing animals 
there. We must move our camp near the 
wells at Wadi Mishash’’ 

After the coffee is served, Amm Selim has 
more news. The school building on the 
tribal land is finished. The school is for Arab 
boys, and perhaps even girls. Leaders from 
the Israeli government have promised to send 
teachers to the school. 

“Your father was the one who spoke to 
our tribesmen about building the school/’ 
says Selim. “Your father would want you to 
go to school?” 

Yusif thinks for a moment. How proud he 
would be if he knew how to read and write. 
He could read the Koran to learn more about 
Allah’s laws. 

Then Yusif breathes a long, sad sigh. “Oh, 
Amm Selim,’ he says. “I cannot go to school. 
I have work to do. Who would herd the 
animals? Who would protect Ummi and 
speak for my family when you are away?” 

‘Yusif, you are a good son,’ replies Selim. 
“Your father taught you well. But you must 
go to school!” 

“T want to go to school, Amm Selim,’ says 
Yusif. “But I will never leave the life of a 
Bedouin to become a doctor or a teacher as 
some of our people have.’ 
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Summer Months 


Spring is now. over. The days are long and 
hot. The grass is dry. Many of the tribe’s 
pastures have been grazed over by the herds. 
The hills and plains are brown. 

The big family is now at Wadi Mishash. 
The boys herd the animals to the pasture 
every day, and every day the animals are 
watered at a well. The pasture will be 
grazed over soon, so Amm Selim looks each 
day for other pastures. 

When better pastures are found, the family 
will move. But, in summer, the camp always 
must be near a well. 
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A man sits in the shigg and plays 
a rebaba. 
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In good years rain continues late into the 
spring. Then in early summer grass is still 
growing. But even in such good years Amm 
Selim worries about finding enough grass for 
the animals. Rains do not come again until 
late in the fall. 

In bad years, when there is little rain, 
Amm Selim moves his herds to pastures in 
the west. These pastures belong to the Israeli 
government. The Bedouin use them only if 
there is no other grass. The Bedouin might 
lose their herds in bad years if they could 
not use these pastures. 

This summer the family has new tents. 
They are not made of goat’s hair. The tents 
are made from burlap sacks which Amm 
Selim bought in Beersheba. Yusif’s mother 
and the other women sewed the sacks 
together into long strips to make tents. 

There are strange words printed on the 
sacks. Bedouins cannot read them because they 
are not Arab words. The words are BEANS, 
UNITED STATES; COCOA) NIGERIA 
COPEERRBRAZaie 

In summer the family moves many times. 
Burlap is not very heavy, so the tents can be 
taken down and put up quickly. The burlap 
strips are easy to carry. 


The Harvest 


The family planted barley in the late fall. 
This year enough rain has come in winter to 
make the barley grow tall. Summer is the 
time to harvest it. The big family moves to 
the fields and stays there until the grain is 
harvested. 

Men, women, and children help with the 
harvest. Even little Ali can pull barley stalks 
from the soil. The roots are pulled out of 
the ground with the stalks. This leaves the 
field bare. 

The stalks are loaded on camels. The 
camels carry the stalks from the field to a 
flat place where the ground is hard. This is 
called the threshing floor. 

At the threshing floor one of the children 
rides a donkey around and around over the 
stalks. The tramping of the animal's feet 
breaks the stalks into small pieces and 
loosens the grain. This is called threshing. 


Men, women, and children help 
with the harvest. How do the 
animals help? 
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An important step in the harvest 
is the winnowing. Why does the 
grain have to be winnowed? 
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On a windy day, one of the men tosses 
the broken stalks and the grain into the 
wind. The grain is heavy. It falls to the 
ground in a pile. The stalks, called straw, 
are light. The wind blows the straw into a 
pile away from the grain. This work is 
called winnowing. 

There are small rocks and pieces of dirt 
in the grain. There are tiny pieces of straw. 
To clean the grain, Yusif puts it into a large 
basket. He holds the basket up high and 
shakes it. The grain and tiny pieces of straw 
come through small holes in the basket. 

The grain falls into a pile on the ground. 
The tiny pieces of straw and dust blow 
away. 

Most of the rocks and clumps of dirt are 
too big to go through the holes in the basket. 
They stay in the basket and are thrown 


away. 

The grain and straw are taken to the 
mantarah to be stored for the winter. The 
grain is cleaned again before it is fed to the 
animals. 








Which part of a Bedouin tent is 
made larger for a wedding? 


The groom will race his horse 
against all the others. Why do 
you suppose he wants to show 
off his fine horse? 





Remembering a Wedding 


Milihah and her mother walk behind two 
donkeys. The donkeys are carrying cans 
filled with water. As they walk, Milihah asks 
her mother to tell a story, a story about her 
own wedding. 

“Ummi,’ says Milihah as they walk across 
the stony ground. “Tell me about your 
wedding.’ 

Her mother smiles and says, “Milihah, my 
heart, my heart, Allah was good! Your father 
was an honourable man. How brave and 
strong he was. He was a great horseman, 
and very handsome. Your father gave me 
fine clothes and a good tent.” 

“Was there a big wedding feast, Ummi?” 
asks Milihah, who always likes to eat. 

“Your father’s father was famous for 
honouring guests, my heart,” replies her 
mother. “He added many poles to make 
more space in his shigg. He borrowed long 
strips of woven hair for the roof and sides 
of the shigg. His tent was as big as the tent 
of a sheik. 
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Riding contests are part of a 
Bedouin wedding. How do you 
think the winners feel? 
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“During the days of the feast your father’s 
relatives came, bringing many gifts. They 
gave your father many sheep and goats, and 
even a camel. The relatives gave money, too. 
This helped your father’s father pay the bride 
price to my father. Members of the tribe 
came from miles around on camels or fine 
horses. 

“Each day all the men paraded their horses 
to show their skill at riding. How grand and 
important they looked! Then there were 
camel races. The men praised the winner of 
one race: 


““You who ride on the camel with the 
earmark, 
You race faster than the dusty wind’ 


Who cooks the food for a 
Bedouin wedding? Who carries 
the food to the shigg? 


“Each day coffee or tea with sugar was 
served to the guests. Meat was cooking in 
pots all day. Your father’s mother and the 
other wives made bread and leben, and there 
were mounds of dates, oranges, and tomatoes 
from the market at Beersheba?’ 

She is silent for a moment. All this 
happened long ago, and she did not even 
see it all. For the bride does not come to 
the feast until the last day. But Milihah 
wants to hear the rest of the story. 

“Tell me about the last day,’ says Milihah, 
“when the groom’s brothers ride to the 
bride’s home and take her back to her new 
family.” 
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What change in a Bedouin 
wedding is shown by this 
picture? 
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‘In the old days;’ answered her mother, 
“the brothers would come on camels or 
horses. They shot rifles and sang and 
shouted as they rode. The brothers 
pretended they were stealing the bride from 
her home. The bride pretended she was 
very sad to leave her family. She cried as 
she was taken away by the groom’s brothers. 

“Your father’s brothers came for me in a 
truck. The truck was decorated with white 
flags. I rode in the back with my mother 
and sisters and pretended to be very sad. 

“I was taken to the muharram where there 
were many guests. The women sang and 
danced inside the muharram. After 
sunset the men danced outside and sang 
words of welcome to the bride.” 


This picture was taken in a 
muharram. How does the 
woman in the middle look 
different from Bedouin women In 
the other pictures in this book? 


Milihah has heard this music, but she has 
never seen the dance. Men and women 
sing and dance together only at special 
celebrations. A wedding is one of these. 

Milihah sighs as the story ends. She is 
thinking about the excitement of her mother’s 
wedding. “Ummi, will my wedding be as 
grand as yours?” she asks. 

Her mother smiles and answers, “Yes, my 
heart. I’m sure your wedding will be much 
like mine, and perhaps even grander?’ 
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Look at the legend in the lower right-hand corner 
of this map. Then find the line that runs between 
the country of Israel and its neighbours. What is 
the name of Israel’s neighbour to the north? What 
neighbours are to the east? What neighbour is 
mostly west of Israel? Suppose you were to travel 
to Israel by ship. At what cities might you land? 
What city is the capital of Israel? Which city 
shown on the map have you read about in this 
book? Compare this map with the one on page 22. 
In what part of Israel is the Negev? 
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Foods Made from Milk 


Butter—Ingredients: Cream and spice. Method: 
Put cream in goatskin bag. Hang bag on tripod 
and swing bag gently back and forth for several 
hours. When the fat is separated from the water 
in the cream, remove fat from bag. Melt fat and 
add spice to it. Spice will keep it fresh many 
months. As butter cools it will harden. 


Leben—Ingredients: Milk and water. Method: 
Put milk and water into goatskin bag. Swing bag 
on tripod for a few hours. When mixture is thick 
and a little sour, it is ready. Eaten with bread. 


Lebeniyya—Ingredients: Milk. Method: Heat 
milk over fire. Pour into goatskin bag and cover 
with blankets. In a few hours, milk will be thick 
and set. Eat soon after it is made. 


Afig—Ingredients: Lebeniyya. Method: Boil 
lebeniyya. Cool it and squeeze all water out of it. 
Press into round balls. Set out to dry and to 
become hard. Can be stored many months. 
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First rains come. 


Plant barley. 


Animals must be 
watered daily. 


_| Pastures are dry, 
_\the grass is brown. 
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Move often to 
find pasture. 


Storing grain at 
the Mantarah. 


Winnowing 


Move to_ 
Wadi Juraba. 


Winter supplies 
taken from the 
Mantarah. 


~ New animals — 
are born. 


Spring pastures 
have some | 
green grass. 


Move from pasture 
to pasture with 
the herds. 





A Seasonal Chart 


In what ways do the activities of the Bedouin 
depend on the weather? At what time of year is 
ploughing done? What things must the Bedouin 
do all year round? What activities of the Bedouin 
are not shown on this chart? What are some of 
the things the Bedouin do just because they 
enjoy doing them? 


Thinking About the Bedouin 


1. Pretend that you are Asad or Milihah. Read 
about foods made from milk on page 55. If you 
are pretending to be Asad, decide which food 
would be easiest for you to take with you to 
pasture. If ycu are pretending to be Milihah, 
decide which food you would make a little at a 
time—just enough for family and guests. Write the 
name of the food on a slip of paper. Be ready to 
tell why you chose that food. 


2. Pretend that you are Asad or Yusif or Milihah. 
Write a story about what your life will be like 
when you are grown up. If you wish, you can 
choose one of these sentences to begin your 
story, or you may have an idea all your own. 


There are some things | enjoy about being a 
Bedouin. 


There are some ways | think | could improve the 
life of the Bedouin. 


! would do many things to teach my children to 
be good Bedouin. 


It will make me feel good to be headman of a 
large family. 


The duties of a headman will be hard work. 
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Glossary 


This glossary contains some of the foreign words and names in this book. You can use the glossary 
as you would use a dictionary. The glossary will give you the meanings of the foreign words, and 
will show you how to pronounce the foreign words and names. 

The pronunciation of each word is shown just after the word, in this way: ab bre vi ate (a bré’vé at). 
The letters and signs used are pronounced as in the words below. The mark ’ is placed after a syllable 
with primary or heavy accent, as in the example above. The mark ’ after a syllable shows a secondary 
or lighter accent, as in ab bre vi a tion (a bré’vé a’shan). (From Thorndike-Barnhart Beginning Dictionary 
by E. L. Thorndike and Clarence L. Barnhart. Copyright © 1968 by Scott, Foresman and Company. 
Reprinted by permission.) 
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Bedouin of the Negev 


Ahmed (ah’med) 

Ali (a/lé) 

Allah (al’la), Arabic word for God 

Amm (am), Arabic word for “father’s brother” 


mosque (mask), Muslim church 

muharram (mt hdar’am), women’s side of tent 
Negev (ne’gev) 

Ramadan (ra ma Han’), a month of religious fasting 


Asad (as’ad) 

Beersheba (béar shé’ba) 

Dimona (dé m0’na) 

Freyj (fraj) 

Ishmael (ish’mal) 

Jumah (jii’ma) 

Koran (kér an’), Muslim bible 
leben (le’ben), thickened sour milk 
mantarah (man’tar a), storage place 
Milihah (mleé’ha) 
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during daylight hours 

sheik (shak), the headman of a tribe 

Selim (sa lém’) 

shigg (shig), men’s side of tent where guests are 
welcome 

Ummi (um’mé), Arabic word for “my mother” 

wadi (wade), dry river bed 

Wadi Juraba (wa’dé ju ra’ba) 

Wadi Mishash (wa’dé mshash) 

Yusif (ya’sif) 
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